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Comments upon the Sacred Writings of the “ferws an 
Christians. Exodus Chapter 20. 





N this chapter are contained the ten Commandments, 
and our last number prefented te our readers a lonz 
comment upon the character of thefe Commandments. 
It was our intention to have pafled them over without far. 
ther remark; butthere are two ideas which we with to 
render impreflive, and we have alfo feveral excellent 
communications from our literary friends, which ought 
to be inferted. On thefe two accounts we fhall make 
the remarks to which we allude as concile as pofitble, in 
order to give more room for original communications. 
‘Thefe two moral charafteristicks, of any code which pre- 
tends toexcellence, either natural or fapernatural, are 
justice and univerfality of promulgation. In deficiency 
of thefe the code is good for nothing, and above all, has 
no claim to a divine origin. Such, however, is thecale 
in regard to the ten Gommandments, for in feveral re- 
{pects they are unjust, as was {pecially proved in our last 
number, in remarking upon the fecond, fourth, and fifti 
commands. In regard totheir promulgation, every body 
knows who knows any thing about it, that three quarters 
of the worki never heard of them. If, then, they are in 
fome refpects, destitute of justice, and if they have not 
been univerfally promulgated, they are defective in two 
eflential points, and cannot be called either equitabl: or 


divine. 





FOR THE PROSPECT. 


Yo the Members of the Society stiling itself the Mission- 
ary Society. : 

The New-York Gazette of the 16th inst. fAug.) con. 

tains the following article“ On ‘Tusklay a Conamitiee 
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** of the Miffionary Society, confisting chiefly of distin. 
* guilhed clergymen, had an interview, at the City Ho. 
** tel, with the Chiefs of the Ofage tribe of Indians, now 
‘inthis city, (New-York) to whom they prefented a 
** bible, together with an addrefs, the object of which was, 
“to inform them that this good book contained the will 
* and (aws of the GREAT SPIRIT. 

It is to be hoped fome humane perfon will, on account 
of our people on the frontiers, as well as of the Indians, 
undeceive them with refpect to the prefent the mifhion- 
aries have made them, and which they call a good book, 
containing, they fay, the will and laws of the GREAT 
SPIRLD. Can thofe Mifhonaries fuppole that the aflafli- 
nation of men, women, children, and fucking infants, 
related in the books afcribed to Mofes, Jofhua, &c. and 
blafphemoufly faid tobe done by the command of the 
Lord, the Great Spirit, can be edefying to our Indian 
neizhbours, er advantageous to us? Is not the bible 
warfare the fame kind of warfare as the Indians theme 
iclves carry on, that of indifcriminate destruction, and a- 
gaicst which humanity fhudders and lifts up her voice, 
can the horrid exainples and vulgar obicenty, with which 
the bible abounds, improve the morals, or civilize the 
manners of the Indians? Wiil they learn fobriety and 
decency from drunken Noah and beastly Lot; or will 
their daughters be edified by the example of Lot’s daugh- 
ters? Will the prifoners they take in war betreated the 
better by their knowing the horrid story of Samuel, hew- 
ing Ayac, in pieces, like a block. of wood, or David's 
patting them under harrows of iron? Will not the fhock- 
ing accounts of the destruction of the Canantes when 
the Ifraclites invaded their country, fuggest the idea that 
we may ferve them inthe fame manner, or the accounts 
stir thea up to do the like to our people on the frontiers, 
and then justify the affaflination by the bible the Miflion- 
aries have given them? Will thofe Miffionary Societies 
never leave off doing mifchief? 

lu the accour:t which this Mifionary Committee give 
of their interview, they make the Chief of the Indians te 











307 


fay, that, “ as neither he nor his people could read it, 
«« he begged that fome good white man might be fent to 
*¢ instruct them.” 

It is neceflary the general government keep a stri&t eye 
over thofe Miffionary Societies, who under the pretence 
of instructing the Indians, fend {pies into their country 
to find out the best lands. No fociety fthould be permit- 
ted to have intercourfe with the Indian tribes, nor fend 
any perfon among them but with the knowledze and con- 
fent of the Government. ‘The prefent administration 
have brought the Indians into a good difpofition and are 
improving them in the moral and civil comforts of life ; 
but if thefe felf-created focieties be fuffered to interfere. 
and fend their fpeculating Miflionaries among them, the 
Jaudable obje&t of Government will be defeated: Priests, 
we know, are not remarkable for doing any thing gratis. 
They have, in general, fome {cheme in every thing they 
do, either to-impofe on the ignorant, or derar.ge the ope- 


rations of Government.. 
A FRIEND.TO THE INDIANS. 





ee 
OF THE BOOKS OF THE NEW TESTAMENT. 








Addressed. to the believers in the. book called the Scrip- 
tures. 

The New Testament contains twenty-feven books, of 
which four are called Goflpels ; one called the A@s of the 
Apostles; fourteen called Epistles of Paul; one of James; 
two of Peter ;. three of Jolin ; one of Jude ; one cal'ed: 
the Revelation. 

None of thofe books have the appearance of being writ- 
ten by the perfons whofe name they bear, neither do we 
know who the authors were, ‘They come tous on no 
other authority than the church of Rome, which the Pro- 
testant Priests, efpecially thofe of New England, call the 
WY bore of Babylon. ‘This Church, or, to ufe their own 
vulgar language ; this Whore, appointed Sundry Coun 
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cils to be held, to compofe creeds for the people, and te 
regulate church affairs. ‘Two of the principal of thefe 
Councils were that of Nice, and of Laadocia, (names of 
the places where the councils were held) about three hun- 
dred and fifty years after the time that Jefus is faid to 
have lived. Before this time there was no fuch book as 
the New Testament. But the church conld not well go 
on without having fomething to ihew, as the Perfians 
fhewed the Zendevesta, revealed, they fay, by God to Zo- 
roaster; the Bramins of India, the S/aster, revealed, 
they fay, by God to Bruma, and given to him out of a 
dufkey cloud ; the Jews, the books they call the Law of 
Moles, given they fay alfo out of a cloud on Mount Si- 
nai; the church fet about forming a code for itfelf out of 
fuch materials as it covld find or pick up. But where 
they got thofe materials, in what language they were writ- 
ten, or whofe hand writing they were, or whether they 
were originals or copies, or on what authority they stood 
we know nothing of, nor does the New ‘Testament tell us. 


"The church was refolved to have a New Testament and as 


aftet the lapfe of more than three hundred years no hand- 
writing could be proved or dilproved, the church. who 
like former imposters, had then gotten poffefiion of the 
state, had every thing itsown way. It invented creeds, 
fuch as that called the Apostles Creed, the Nicean Creed, 
the Athanafian Creed, and out of the loads of rubbifh 
that were prefented, it voted four to be Gofpels, and 
others to be Epistles as we now find them arranged. 

Of thofe called Gofpels above forty were prefented, 
each pretending to be genuine. Four only were voted 
in, and entitled, The Gofpel according to St. Matthew. 
The Gofpel according to St. Mark. ‘The Gofpel accord- 
ing to St. Luke. ‘The Gofpel according ts St. John. 

This word according fhews that thofe books have not 
been written by Matthew, Mark, Luke and John, but ac- 
cording to {ome accounts or traditions, picked up concern- 
ingthem. ‘The word eecording means agreeing with, and 
neceflarily includes the idea of two things, or two per- 


fons. We cannot fay, The Gospel written by Matthew ace 








309 
eording to Matthew; but we might fay, The Gofpel of 


fome other perfon, according to what was reported to 
have been the opinion of Matthew. Now we do not 
know who thofe other perfons were, nor whether what 
they wrote accorded with any thing that Matthew, Mark, 
Luke and John might have faid. There is too little evi- 
dence, and too much contrivance, about thole books to 
merit credit. 

The next book after thofe called Gofpels, is that called 
the Adis of the Apostles. ‘This book is anonymous; nei- 
ther do the Councils that compiled or contrived the New 
Testament tell us how they came by it. ‘The church to 
fupply this defeGt, fay it was written by Luke, which 
fhews that the church and its priests have not cormpared 
that called the Gofpel according to St. Luke, and the ars 
together, for the two contradiét each other. The book 
of Luke, chap. 24, makes Jefus afcend into heaven the 
very fame day that it makes him rife from the grave. The 
book of Aéts, chap. 1, v. 3, fays, that he remained on 
the earth forty days after his crucifixion. There is no 
believing what either of them fays. : 

The next to the book of atts is that entitled. “* The 
Epistle of Paul the Apostle* to the Romans.” This is 
not an Fpistle, or letter, written by Pal or figned. by 
him. It is an Epistle or, letter, written by a perfon who 
figns himfelf Tertius, and fent, as it is faid at the end, 
by a fervant woman called Phebe. ‘The last chapter, v. 
22, fays, “ 1 Tertius, who wrote this Epistle, falute you.” 
Who Tertius or Phebe were, we know nothing of. ‘The 
Epistle is not dated. ‘The whole of it is written in the 
first perfon, and that perfon is Tertius, not Paul. But 





* According to the criterian of the church, Paul was 
not an apoftie; that appellation being given oaly to thoic 
called the twelve. ‘Two failors belonging to a man ot 
war, got into a difpute upon this point, whether Paul was 
an apolile or not, and they agreed to refer it to the Boat- 
{wain, who decided very canonically that Paul was an act. 
sag 2postle but not rated. 
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it fuited the church to afcribe it to Paul. There is noo 
thing in it that is interesting except it de to contending 
and wrangling fe€taries. The stupid metaphor of the 
Potter and the clay is in the gth chap. 

The next book is entitled “ The First Epistle of Paul 
the Apostle, to the Corinthians.” This, like the former, 
is not an epistle written by Paul, nor figned by him. 
The conclufion of the epistle fays, “ The first epistle to 
the Corinthians was written from Philippi, by Stephenas 
and Fortunatus and Achicus and ‘Timotheus.” The fe- 
cond epistle entitled, “ The fecond epistle of Paul the 
Apostle, to the Corinthians,” its in the fame cafe with 
the first. “I'he conclufion of it fays, “ It was written from. 
Philippi, a city of Macedonia, by Titus and Lucas.” 

A question may arife upon thefe cafes, which is, are 
thefe perfons the writers of the epistles originally, or are- 
they the writers and attestors of copies fet to the coun- 
cils who compiled the code cr canon of the New Testa- 
ment? Ifthe epistles had been dated this question could 
be decided; but in either of the cafes the evidences of 
Paul’s hand writing and of their being written by him is. 
wanting, and therefore there is no authority for calling. 
them Epistles of Paul. We know not whofe Epistles 
they were, nor whether they are genuine or forged. 

The next is entitled, * The Epistte of Paul the Apostle 
to the Galatians.” It contains fix fhort chapters, yet 
the writer ofitfays, chap.6,v. 11. ** Ye fee how large 
2 letter I ha¥e written to you with my own hand.” If 
Paul was the writer of this it fhews he did not accustom. 
himie}f to write log epistles ; yet the epistle to the Ro- 
mans, and the first to the Corinthians contains fixteen 
ehapters each. ‘The fecond tothe Corinthians, and that 
to the Hebrews thirteen chapters each. ‘There is fome- 
thing contradictory in thefe matters. But fhort as the 
epistie to the Galatians is, it does not carry thé appearance 
et being the work or compofition of one perfon. The 
nith chap. v. 2, fays, “ It ye be circumcifed Christ fhall 
avail} ou nothing.” It does not fay circumcifion fhall pro- 
Ft you nothing, but Christ fhall profit younothing. Yet 
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in the fixth chap. v. 19, it fays, ‘* For in Christ Jefus 
neither circumcifion availeth any thing nor uncircumcei- 
fion but a new creature.’ ‘Thefe are not reconcileable 
paflages nor can contrivance make them fo. The con- 
clufion of the epistle fays, it was written from Rome, but 
it is not dated, nor is there any fignature to it, neither 
do the compilers of the New Testament fay how they 
came by it. We are in the dark upon all thele mat- 
ters. 
To be continued. 








Profession of Faith from Rousseau, continued, 


—— 


Let there be given mea Clear and fufficient reafon for 
my giving it preference. This pretended principle is, 
at the bottom, only a mere play wpon words; as I may 
2s well fay that vice alfo confists in the love of order, 
taken ina different fenfe. ‘There is fome kind of moral 
order in every thing that has fentiment and intelligence. 
The difference is, that a good being regulates himlelf ac- 
cording to the general order of things; anda wicked Bee 
ing regulates things agreeable to his own private iaterest. 
The latter makes himfelf the centre of all things ; andthe 
former mealures his radius, and difpofes himfelf in the cir- 
cuméference. Here he is arranged, with refpeét to the 
common centre, as God, and with re[pe& to all concen. 
tric circ'es, as his fellow creatures. If there be no God 
the wicked man only reafons right, and the good man is 4 
mere fool. 

O! my child, may you be one day fenfible how great 
a weight we are relieved froin, when, having exhaufted 
the vanity of humen opinions, and tafled of the bitternefS 
of the paflions, we fee ourlelves at last fo near the path 
to wifdom ; the reward of our gocd aStions, and the fource 
of that happinefs we had defpairedto attain. Every duiy 
prefcribed by the laws of nature, thovch almost effaced 
from my heart ty the injullice of mankind, again revived 
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at the name of that eternal juftice, which impofed them, 
and was a witnels to my difcharge of them. I fee in my. 
felf nothing more than the work and infttument of a fu. 
perior being, defirous of and doing good; defirous allo of 
effeSting mine, by the concurrence of my will to his own, 
and by making aright ule of my liberty. I acquiefte in 
the regularity and vedi he hath eltablifhed, being certain 
of enjoying, one day or other, that order in myfelf, and 
of finding my happinefs therein: for what can afford 
greater felicity than to perceive one’s felf making a part of 
a fyitem, where every thing is conftruéted aright? On 
every occafion of pain or forrow, I fupport them with pa. 
tience, reflecting that they are tranfitory, and that they 
are derived from a body which is detached from myfelf. 
If I doa good aétion in fecret, I know that it is neverthe- 
lefs feen, and make the confideration of another life the 
rule of my conduét in this. If I am ever dealt with uns 
juftly, I fay to myfelf, that juft being, who governs all 
things, knows how toindemnify me. My corporeal ne- 
ceffities, and the miferies infeparable from this mortal life, 
make the apprehenfions of death more fupportable. I 
have hence fo many chains the lefs to break when I am 


ebliged to quit this mortal fcene. 


[7 be continued. 








According to a lift publifhed by the fynod of Ruffia, 
there died during the lalt year, in thirty-two divifions of 
the empire, 218 perions roo years old, 233 perfons be- 
tween 101 to 1£0, 26 between X11 to X15, raged £25, 
and 2 aged 130. 
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